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Subscribe to RCMW
 RCMW is the only model airplane
magazine that provides all plans as full size
PDF files in every issue.  All pages of the
monthly online magazine can be printed out,
including the full size PDF files, using your
own computer printer.

 If you like to build models you will
appreciate the ability to see again antiques, old
classics, reproductions of kits, as well as new
designs made for the reliable, lightweight Mi-
cro RC equipment currently available.

 If you are one of the “Buy-&-Fly” fra-
ternity and would like to learn how to build and
repair models, RCMW is also the magazine to
read.

 Each issue is full of useful information
rather than just a seemingly unending series of
advertising for expensive models and equip-
ment.

 Subscriptions are $24 for a full year of
12 issues and you can also download the previ-
ous 11 issues on a rotating basis if you wish.

     To Subscribe, send $24 via PayPal to
 cardinal.eng@grics.net

     Don’t use PayPal ? - Send $24 US - (check,
money order (or cash at your own risk) to ---

 Roland Friestad
 1640 N Kellogg Street
 Galesburg, IL 61401
 USA

Copyright 2016 - R.W. Friestad - Not For Resale - Please Do Not Post on the Internet
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For the Model Bulder and Flyer - August 2016 Issue

 Usually we have about four or five plans in each issue but this time
we have eight full size plans!  When it came time to choose a back issue
magazine to make available for downloading, we found three more plans in
that issue, Air Trails May 1950.

 So we included them in this issue of RCMW also.  That way you have
the full size plans and can also print out the construction article from the
downloaded magazine.  That worked well enough that we may do that more
in the future.  If we find an issue with several good plans we might just make
the entire issue downloadable.

 I also felt it was time for another of the Pineas Pinkham adventures,
this one from the June 1938 issue of Flying Aces has our hero being assigned
to Scotland as and undercover agent.  Or at least as undercover as an inveter-
ate prankster can be.  But as usual it all comes out in the end.

 The index on page 2 gives a pretty fair summary of the plans and in
this issue so we won’t list them here.

 We have managed to acquire a fairly large number of the original
SMILIN’ JACK comic strips as printed in both Sunday and daily newspapers.
There is a brief biography of the artist, Zack Mosley on page four of this issue
along with three of his Sunday strips dating from 1937.

 A fourth strip dates from 1938 and is a very early appearance of Fat
Stuff.  Old timers will remember him as the character whose buttons kept
popping off of his shirt to be caught and eaten by a featherless chicken that
followed him around for the purpose.

 Like many other old timers, I remember reading the SMILIN’ JACK
comics every day in our local newspaper.  Zack Moseley’s daughter main-
tains a website where several items are available for purchase.  There is a link
to the website on page four.  We will be including more SMILIN’ JACK
comics in upcoming issues.

 Congress has passed more legislation about model flying and sport
aviation.  The FAA apparently has a year to make up the new rules to match
the intent of the lawmakers.  Although based on the regulations that have been
appearing over the past couple of years, with continuous revisions and “we
really didn’t mean that” comments, don’t hold your breath for quick work
from the FAA.  The AMA continues to work on the problem and that is
certainly one good expenditure of our dues.

 On page 10 of this issue is a photo of the last remaining flyable
Bellanca Aircruiser.  It is located in Madras, Oregon in the Erickson Collec-
tion.  As a former Bellanca employee in a previous lifetime, I’ve always had
a soft spot for Bellancas.  I’m planning a trip to Montana and Oregon in late
July and the first 10 days of August to visit relatives and have arranged for a
flight in that airplane.  Watch for a report in the September issue of RCMW.

Keep ‘em Flying,
Roland Friestad, Editor
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SMILIN' JACK was one of the most
popular aviation comic strips and ran in more
than 300 newspapers from 1933 to 1973.  It be-
gan as a Sunday feature on October 1, 1933 and
added a daily strip on June 15, 1936.  Initially
known as "On the Wing," the name was changed
to "The Adventures of Smilin' Jack" in late 1933.
Most old-timers like myself just knew it as SMI-
LIN' JACK.

 The author, Zack Terrell Mosley,
(December 12, 1906 - December 21, 1993), was
born in Hickory, Oklahoma the year before that
Indian Territory became a state.  The sight of a
plane that crashed there when he was seven years
old so seized his imagination that he never lost
his fascination, and when an Army "Jenny"
landed nearby four years later, he began the habit
of sketching planes that was to continue through-
out his professional life.

 At the age of 20, he took his savings and
enrolled at the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts.
Three years at the Art Institute of Chicago pre-
pared him to get a job, along with his roommate
Russell Keaton, assisting cartoonist Dick Calkins
with Buck Rogers and Skyroads, the pioneer avi-
ation strip. In time, he and Keaton came to do
most of the drawing of Skyroads, and Mosley
began to write some of the episodes.

 Mosley, became a licensed pilot on No-
vember 13, 1936.  He owned nine airplanes, log-
ging over 3000 hours at the controls.   Zack's
younger brother, Robert L. Mosley, flew World
War II Air Force combat missions in the Pacific,
and after the war, he became Zack's assistant on
The Adventures of Smilin' Jack for five years
while the two were living in Stuart, Florida.

 Zack Mosley was one of the volunteer
pilots who helped form the Civil Air Patrol,
which became an official organization of the U.S.
government only six days before Pearl Harbor.
He was one of the few hundred C.A.P. pilots
awarded the USAF air medal for flying over 300
hours in bomb-loaded civilian planes during the
first 18 months of World War II-off the Atlantic
coast.

 Besides private flying, he had flown over
1,500,000 miles in military and commercial air-
craft which took him over half of the world to
gather authentic material for "Smilin' Jack."  He
personally knew many famous pilots from the
"Jenny Days", Jimmy Doolittle, Roscoe Turner,
etc., up to Ed Aldrin, the second astronaut to set
foot on the moon!

Some of the most remembered characters are: Fat
Stuff, Downwind, Stretch, Joy, Jungle Jolly, Cin-
dy, Dixie, The Head, The Claw, Limehouse, Tee-
keela, Tomaine, Tish the Dish and many others!

 Zack Mosley’s daughter, Jill, maintains a
website with more information and has available
several books and original artwork from the old
comic strips.  Click on the link below to go to the
website.

www.smilinjackart.com

 We have acquired a large collection
of SMILIN’ JACK comic strips and selec-
tions will appear in upcoming issues of
RCMW.

 This issue includes three Sunday
strips from 1937 and a strip from 1938
which features an early appearance of
FAT STUFF, who in later strips has his
shirt buttons popping off to be eaten by a
featherless chicken that follows him
around.

http://www.smilinjackart.com


 Here’s the next in our series of monthly back issues of
model airplane magazines available for download to subscribers.
This month’s selection is the May 1950 issue of Air Trails.

 This issue has the construction articles for the three full
size plans on the following pages, in addition to articles on
airfoils by Dr. Alexander Lippisch and lots of news and informa-
tion about full size and model aviation.

 Along with our addition of a few SMILIN’ JACK comic
strips in this issue of RCMW, there is an article about air racing
in Miami with a photo of the DE-ICER chosen to represent the
races.  SMILIN’ JACK was popular for many years and a lot of
aviation events had their own DE-ICERs.

 To get your copy, just go to the following link and click
on the download button that after a short time will appear in the
upper right corner of your browser screen.  The issue will be
downloaded as a PDF file and you can read or print out any or
all of the pages as you choose.

-- CLICK ON THIS LINK PLEASE --

 This download link will be expire on November 1, 2016,
so if you’d like this issue for your own collection, better do it
now.

 As a note of interest, this issue is stored in the “cloud”
that you see mentioned as one of the latest of the buzzwords used
by the computer folks.  I use a service called Mediafire which
can easily handle very large files that would otherwise cause
problems with downloading.

Back Issue
MAGAZINE ARCHIVES

from the Digitek Books Collection
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http://www.mediafire.com/download/th46kwxw9w6r3mv/AT_1950_05_MAY.pdf
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An early SMILIN' Jack Sunday comic by Zack Mosley - January 31, 1937
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This is the only remaining flying example of the Bellanca Aircruiser.
It is located in the Erickson Collection at Madras, Oregon.

I have scheduled a flight in this aircraft on August 4 - Watch for photos in the next issue -



RCMW
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www.sam122.sk/fullsizeplans/
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Another SMILIN' JACK Sunday comic - This one from April 30, 1937



 There are many types of model builders
and among them is the strange creature called the
stunt flier.  There are also many types of stunt
fliers and these can be broken down into three .
classes.  First, there is the competitor.  He
demands the best in his stunt ship.  Next, there is
the "Sunday" flier.  He has passed the profile stage
and wants something pretty to look at and easy to
fly.  We envy this type of flier as he probably has
the most fun!

 Then, there are the experimenters.  For
some reason, we find ourselves in this last class.
There are many combinations of the three.  We
hope the "Bluebird" will please all!

 As a rule, the experimenters are confused
(or go through a confused period) and for good
reason.  We pick up an article on stunt ship design
and read that flaps are not necessary for top
performance, so we cut them off, only to find our
stunt ship won't stunt!

 We read that a long tail moment is required
for good stability and square maneuvers.  We
build an extra long one and find it takes 180° for a
vertical eight.
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 Time and time again we read the
importance of a light wing loading.  We skimp and
save on cement and dope and weigh our sawdust
to see how much weight we can save and then read
where a guy wins the "Nats" with a 50-55 oz.
airplane no larger than ours.  Is it any wonder that
we are confused?

 Is everybody right?  No, it can't be!  Is
everybody wrong?  No, that can't be right either!
Well, what's the story?  Maybe everybody is right,
when they are speaking of their own airplane.

 There are so many things that affect the
flight of a stunt ship that two ships of the same
design rarely fly identically; however, if we are
careful we can come close.

 A stunt ship is a combination of theories
and ideas that work together.  To change or
rearrange any of these ideas will change the flying
characteristics.  Stunt ships have been around for
some time now and it looks as if someone should
have found the perfect set-up.

BLUEBIRD
by Charles Mackey

 Charles Mackey's small UC
stunter for .19 to .35 engines
appeared in the September 1957 issue
of Flying Models.  It is the front
model in the photo.  Sure doesn't look
like California in the summer!



 We think hundreds have, but only to their
own personal satisfaction.  You are as likely to see
everyone flying the same type of airplane as you
are to see all the ladies in the Easter Parade
wearing the same hat!

 The "Bluebird" is approximately the
twelfth in a series of designs of smaller-sized stunt
ships, the idea being to use standard-size wood
and cut costs and required space without loss in
appearance or sacrifice in performance.  We will
give you the ideas that went into the "Bluebird,"
but we do not mean to imply that they will hold
true on any stunt ship.
 The wing was worked out with the
standard 36" length of balsa in mind so no splicing
was necessary.  The "D" tube structure was chosen
for its light weight and extra strength, which is
required to support the landing gear.

 Oversized flaps were used to compensate
for the smaller wing area with the movement cut
down to 20° in each direction to prevent stalling.
With this method, you get the lift when you need
it.  We think this gives better results than the larger
ship without flaps that has a lighter wing loading,
especially in the wind.

 We have read that a 25% symmetrical
airfoil has little more drag than a 15% foil.  In
practice, however, the thicker wing ship seems
much slower.  We use a thick wing section for
slower speed and extra lift.

 We have had no trouble with high speed
stalling on this design.  The taper in the leading
edge is strictly for appearance.  We have found
that the straight leading edge with blunt tips has a
tendency to flop around in a small radius.

 The "Bluebird" was designed around a Fox
.29 and a Froom tank.  Since then, "Bluebirds"
have been flown with .19, .29, and .35
displacement engines.  A .23 or .25 should work
excellently.

 You can usually adjust your speed by a
change in fuel, prop, plug or needle valve setting.
Usually we find it takes two or more changes to
make the desired adjustment.  If you prefer extra
slow flying, we suggest a small spinner or a drag
tab on the outside wing tip.
 If .35 engines are used, add tail weight as
necessary.  We think we are safe in saying proper
balancing and trimming is just as important on
stunt ships as it is on Free-flight models.

 There are many ideas (literally) going
around about moments and we don't disagree with
any of them.  We would like to say that moments
on the "Bluebird" have proven favorable to all that
have flown the ships.  The elevator requires 40° to
45° movement in each direction to compensate for
the smaller tail section and short length.

BILL OF MATERIALS
(Balsa unless otherwise specified)
4 -1/16" x 3/16" x 36"  Rib cap strips
2 -1/16" x 1" x 36" Wing spar webbing
3 -1/8" x 1/8" x 36"   Wing trailing edge
3 - 3/16" x 3/16" x 36" Wing spars, leading edge
1 -1/4" x 1/4" x 36"   Engine mount bracing
1 - 3/8" x 3/8" x 12" (bass)   Engine mounts
6 - 1/16" x 3" x 36" Wing ribs, tip, leading
and trailing edge sheeting
2 -3/32" x 3" x 36"   Fuselage sheeting
2 -1/8" x 3" x 36" Wing tips, fuselage sides
wheel pants
2 -1/4" x 3" x 36" Stabilizer, elevator,
wing flaps, fuselage rear

1-1/2" x 2" x 36" Wheel pants
3/4" x 2-1/2" x 12" balsa block
1/6" plywood
1/8" plywood
1/16" diam. Wire
3/32" diam. Wire
2 Veco control horns
3" bellcrank
Froom 21C fuel tank
nylon hinge material
Silk-Span or similar covering material
Celluloid
2" spinner
"J" bolts
.19 to .35 engine
propeller to suit
mounting bolts
clear dope
colored fuel-proof dope
cement.
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JACK tries a non-flying job - Sunday comic from November 14, 1937
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Originally Published in
the June 1938 issue
of FLYING ACES
by Joe Archibald
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Phineas Pinkham continues on the next page

Art by Frank Tinsley from Air Trails May 1950 issue
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In this undated Sunday strip from 1938, Jack meets up with "Fat Stuff" who you may remember later
As the one whose buttons pop off his shirt to be eaten by a chicken - Must have been an ink shortage



AEROMODELLER DECEMBER 1952
USED WITH PERMISSION

Back Issues of
Model Airplane

Magazines
If you're like me, you enjoy paging through model

airplane magazines and plans, sometimes to find a project to build, to
research a particular aircraft, or to just spend some pleasant time away
from the daily grind.

If you like to build models, the magazines of today don't offer
much since they are primarily expensive catalogs of ready- to-fly
models.  There's nothing wrong with RTF or ARF models but they
don't offer much to interest model BUILDERS.

That's NOT the way it was in the past, when you had to build
a model before you could fly it.  If you're an old-timer, as I am, you
have fond memories of Air Trails, Flying Models, Model Airplane
News, Aeromodeller and many of the several other magazines
available "way back when".

If you're a relative newcomer to modeling and want to learn
how to build them, those old magazines can provide a wealth of useful
information, plans and how-to-do-it articles.

There are several problems with those old magazines. They are
sometimes hard to find, often in bad condition, and in many cases they
are so fragile that they can fall apart just by turning the pages.  This is
because they were often printed on pulp paper, also known as
newsprint.  Newsprint is inexpensive, but has residual chemicals that
cause it to deteriorate when exposed to the air and particularly to
sunlight.  Your wife or "significant other" might also ask "When are
you going to get rid of all those smelly old magazines?"

I admit to being a bit of a "nut case" but have been collecting
these magazine for over 50 years and now I am trying to digitize them
to preserve them for other modelers.  They are now available as digital
PDF files.  See the details on the next page.

Keep 'em Flying - Roland Friestad
Prices Effective April 1, 2016 - Subject to change without notice
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Send payment using Paypal to
cardinal.eng@grics.net

Or check or money order to
Roland Friestad

1640 N Kellogg Street
Galesburg, Illinois 61401

USA
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AIR TRAILS - This magazine went under several names. The final issue
was published in March of 1975.  There are 435 monthly issues included
in the complete set and priced as follows ---
D001010 - January 1937 through December 1943 - 84 issues - $50
D001011 - January 1944 through December 1950 - 84 issues - $50
D001012 - January 1951 through December 1961 - 132 issues - $50
D001013 - January 1962 through December 1971 - 96 issues - $50
D001014 - January 1972 through March 1975 - 39 issues - $25
AIR TRAILS ANNUALS -
D001009 - 1938 through 1969 - All 25 issues - $30

D001015 - SPECIAL - Complete set including the annuals -  $200

MODEL AIRPLANE NEWS - The first issue of this magazine was
published in July of 1929 and it is still being published.  We have the
following collections currently available ---

D001002 - July 1929 through December 1942 - 161 issues - $50
D001004 - January 1943 through December 1952 - 120 issues - $50

MODEL BUILDER - This magazine ran from the first issue of Septem-
ber~October 1971 through the final issue dated October, 1996 -

D001001 - The complete run - 295 issues - $75

FLYING MODELS - The first issue of this magazine to use the name
was published in June of 1947 and it is no longer published.  We have
the following collection currently available ---

D000013 - June 1947 through December 1963 - 123 issues - $50

RC MICRO FLIGHT & RC MICRO WORLD - The complete run of
RC Micro Flight, 1999 through 2004 and all issues of RC Micro
World, 2005 through 2012 are available - D001016 - $30

AEROMODELLER, the premier British model
airplane magazine is being digitized. Ready now
are all 240 issues from 1950 and 1960 including
the full size plans that were sometimes included in
each issue.  On the left is a reproduction of the
November 1935 cover of Vol 1, No 1.  All of the
earlier issues will also be available later in 2016

Catalog # D001033 - $75 - Postage Paid RC MODELER - Now available is the digital collec-
tion of the early issues of this magazine.  The collection
includes all issues from Vol 1, No 1 (October 1963)
through December 1972.  109 issues all on a single
USB Flash Drive.

D001017 - $50 - Postage paid

Prices Effective April 1, 2016 - Subject to change without notice
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