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Subscribe to RCMW
 RCMW is the only model airplane
magazine that provides all plans as full size
PDF files in every issue.  All pages of the
monthly online magazine can be printed out,
including the full size PDF files, using your
own computer printer.

 If you like to build models you will
appreciate the ability to see again antiques, old
classics, reproductions of kits, as well as new
designs made for the reliable, lightweight Mi-
cro RC equipment currently available.

 If you are one of the “Buy-&-Fly” fra-
ternity and would like to learn how to build and
repair models, RCMW is also the magazine to
read.

 Each issue is full of useful information
rather than just a seemingly unending series of
advertising for expensive models and equip-
ment.

 Subscriptions are $24 for a full year of
12 issues and you can also download the previ-
ous 11 issues on a rotating basis if you wish.

     To Subscribe, send $24 via PayPal to
 cardinal.eng@grics.net

     Don’t use PayPal ? - Send $24 US - (check,
money order (or cash at your own risk) to ---

 Roland Friestad
 1640 N Kellogg Street
 Galesburg, IL 61401
 USA

Copyright 2017 - R.W. Friestad - Not For Resale - Please Do Not Post on the Internet
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For the Model Bulder and Flyer - November 2017 Issue

 Time for another issue - Sure seems to be only a few days between
each issue but I know it’s a full month.  Guess I just have too many irons in
the fire, and a couple of them are in this issue.

 We are on a “Nostalgia Trip” here at RCMW.  I’m sure that the Old
Timers among us will remember the Saturday Serials, movies and radio
programs that specialized in “Cliff Hangers” where about 20 minutes of film
or radio adventures left the hero and his buddies hanging until the next
Saturday.

 Well, we have been collecting these films and radio programs that had
aviation themes and will be presenting a new one each Saturday for subscrib-
ers to download and listen or watch.  Check out page 4 of this issue.

 We have also included quite a few plans in this issue, probably a few
more than we usually do.  This is because we are playing a bit of “Catch-Up”
here.  RCMW is the result of merging John Worth’s RC Micro World and our
own FULL SIZE PLANS around 10 or more years ago.  Time flies when
you’re having fun (not my own, I heard it somewhere).

 The function of the original FULL SIZE PLANS publication was to
provide full size printed plans of models mailed to subscribers.  At that time
the cost of purchasing individual copies of plans from the various model
magazines resulted in pretty expensive projects when all the “Gazintas” like
printing, mailing tube, postage and handling were added.

FULL SIZE PLANS was originally started over 13 years ago and large
printer/plotters weren’t nearly as available.  Most copy shops and office
supply stores have them now and even a lot of model suppliers do.  So
providing full size PDF files of plans that can be printed locally greatly
reduces the costs.

 This months plans, see the Index on page two, were all provided as
printed plans and we are going back to make them available as PDF files for
those modelers who would like them.  Lots of great classice there.

 Another treat from this issue is our full back issue magazine that can
be downloaded.  This time it is the relatively rare very first issue of the Air
Trails Annual from 1938.  You see them on eBay for anywhere from $20 to
$50 of more, plus that “shipping and handling” again.  RCMW subscribers
can get a digital version of the issue free by downloading it using the link in
this RCMW.

 And of course, don’t forget our digital collections of back issue model
magazines - With Christmas coming, a few hints to someone who says “But
I don’t know what to get you for Christmas” might go down well.  Just
show them the ads on pages 30-31-32.  “You’re Welcome”

Keep ‘em Flying,
Roland Friestad, Editor



Remember
These?

The Saturday Serials
by Editor

 With the advent of Television and then the
internet came the death of the Saturday serial
movies, those "Cliff Hangers" where the hero and
his (horse/girlfriend/buddy/dog) were in a tight
spot just as the 20 minutes of film ended and you
had to go to the movies next Saturday to see how
he got out of it.

 Just to show you how old your editor
actually is, each Saturday I and my kid brother
each had a shiny quarter and walked to the movie
house in our small town to watch the movies along
with many of the other kids in the 8 to 12 year age
range.

 The movies often consisted of a western
with Roy Rogers, Gene Autry,Hopalong Cassidy,
or Tom Mix, or else a "Swashbuckler" with pirate
ships and lots of smoking cannons and sword
fights.

 That quarter would handle the twelve cents
for the movie and a nickle each for popcorn and a
Coke or 7-Up drink with three cents left over to
stop by the local small grocery and splurge on 3
cents worth of penny candy.

 After the full length movie there were
usually two or three cartoons and the "Cliff
Hanger." RCMW - November 2017 - Page 4

 With my interest in building and flying
model airplanes my favorite of the Saturday
Serials were those that had any kind of airplanes
as part of the story line.

 Now, at my advanced age and firmly into
my second childhood I thought that some of you
older subscribers might enjoy seeing some of
these again.

 There were a lot of them, Tailspin Tommy,
Sky King, Hop Harrigan, Flying Cadets, Sky
Raiders, Ace Drummond, Smilin' Jack and others.

 Not to forget the other type of Saturday
Serials, those that were on the radio.  After
discovering model airplanes at an early age, it
soon became apparent that wasting a whole
quarter on a movie, popcorn and a drink was not
too smart when that same quarter would buy a
model airplane kit at the local Woolworths or
Kresges.

 The advantage of the Saturday Serials on
the radio was that they didn't cost anything and I
could listen to them and build a model airplane on
my mothers card table at the same time.  Whatta
deal !!

 Once the Korean "conflict" started up my
father built shoeshine boxes for myself and my kid
brother out of orange crates (remember those) and
on Friday and Saturday evenings we would walk
downtown and try to sell shoeshines to the soldiers
who came to town on leave.  Then I had enough
money to indulge in both the model airplanes and
the movies.

 Now those of you with a yen to relive some
of your lost youth can do it with either the radio
programs or the movies, or both if you have a lot

of yen (no pun intended).  We will be including on
every Saturday, a link to download a chapter of
one of the movies and one of the radio shows.

 These downloads are FREE to subscribers
and will be changing every Saturday so watch for
them.

 Our first offering for the Saturday Serials
movies will be The Adventures of Smilin'
Jack in 13 chapters.  I'm sure you remember the
Smilin Jack comic strip in the newspapers, by
Zack Mosley.

 He was well known for his accurate
drawings of aircraft and, of course his girls.  By
the way, we also have a fairly extensive collection
of Smilin' Jack comic strips and may even include
some of those in upcoming issues, but we have to
be careful so you don't overdose on nostalgia.

 Our first radio offering will be Hop
Harrigan and the "Mystery of the Vanishing
Men" in 18 chapters.

 Most of the movie and radio serials were
popular during and after the Second World War
and emphasize patriotic themes.

 The first of the Saturday Serials will
appear on the RCMW website on Saturday,
November 4 and can be downloaded until the next
chapter appears on each succeeding Saturday.

 For those that don''t have the FREEE
recommended "VLC" software for playing the
movies and radio programs it can also be
downloaded from the same location as each
chapter.
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Where Eagles Dare
from a French Newspaper

 The French military is using winged
warriors to hunt down rogue drones.
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 A golden eagle grabs a flying drone during
a military training exercise at Mont-de-Marsan
French Air Force base in southwestern France.

 Following incidents of drones flying over
the presidntial palace and restricted military sites
along with the deadly 2015 Paris terror attacks, the
French Air Force has trained four golden eagles to
intercept and destroy the rogue aircraft.

Aptly named d'Artagnan, Athos, Porthos
and Aramis -- an homage to Alexandre Dumas'
"The Three Musketeers" --  The four birds of prey
have been honing their attack skills at Mont-de-
Marsan since mid-2016.

 A French army falconer works with a
golden eagle as part of a military exercise.

 "A drone means food for these birds" said
Gerald Machoukow, the military base's falconer,
"Now they automatically go after them."

 The use of hunting birds -- normally
falcons and northern goshawks -- by militaries
around the globe is common practice in the fight
to scare other critters away from runways and so
cut the risk of accidents during takeoff or landing.

 But it wasn't until 2015 when the Dutch
started using bald eagles to intercept drones that
other militaries started to see the benefit of the
winged warriors.

 The Frmch bred the four golden eagles -
three males and one female - using artificial
insemination since eagles are a protected species
and harvesting wild eggs is strictly forbidden.

They chose the golden eagle because of the birds
hooked beak and sharp eyesight.  A1so weighing
in around 11 pounds, the birds are in a similar
weight class as the drones they are sent to destroy
and clocking in at a top air speed of 50 miles per

hour, with the capability of spotting its target from
over a mile away, the eagles are deft hunters.

 To protect the eagles from drone blades
and any explosive device that might be attached to
them. the French military designed mittens of
leather and Kevlar (an anti-blast material), to
protect the bird's talons.

 A golden eagle carries a flying drone away
during a training exercise.

 "I love these birds," Machoukow told
Agence France -Presse. "I don"t want to send them
to their death"

 The birds are first taught to attack in a
straight line before graduating to diving from
heights.  Soon they'll be patrolling the skies over -
the Pyrenees Mountains in southern France and
could possibly be deployed at airports and special
events, such as political summits and soccer
tournaments.

 The French air force already expects four
more eagles to .ioin the fleet.
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 Grew up in London listening to V-1’s and experi-
encing a near miss from a V-2.  Began aero modeling in
the late 40’s With A-2 gliders and A Team Race U/C.  As
a pre-teen could buy ether, amyl nitrate and castor oil by
the ounce from the high street chemist for my ED Comp
Special, ED Racer and Oliver Tiger.

 Hawker Aircraft Apprenticeship 1955-61,  Mech E
at Kingston Tech and Grad Aero studies at the  Imperial
College.

 Emigrated to Canada then the US to work for
Boeing Vertol from 1962 to 2001.  Retired as Director of
Future Programs for Boeing Helicopters.

 Organized Boeing Balsa Choppers in the 60s and
ran several U/C meets.  Flew Team Race in the NE circuit
and 1965/5 AMA Nats.

 In 1995 I took a Boeing team to work at Burt
Rutan’s Scaled Composites and became surrounded by
modelers again.  Started modeling again flying slope and
electric RC.   Back in Philadelphia I flew SAM Competi-
tions from 2002 till today and am currently SAM East
Coast VP.

 Many modelers have full scale aircraft
experience.  Here’s a brief history of model
building from one of them,Dave Harding.  His
short biography follows below.
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Back Issue
MAGAZINE ARCHIVES

from the Digitek Books Collection
 Here’s the next in our series of monthly back issues of model
airplane magazines available for download to subscribers.

 This month’s choice is the very first issue of the Air Trails
Annual from 1938.  The annuals were not printed every year for
unknown reasons but we have all 25 issues that were published.  We
also have a complete collection of the Air Trails monthly issues
beginning with the first issue of that name and continuing through
the several name changes over the years.  So if you are looking for
a particular issue, article or plan you might want to take a look at the
available digital collections listed starting on page 31 of this issue of
RCMW.

 Just a side note - We notice that on eBay these issue of the
annuals are advertised at prices ranging from $20 to $50 per issue.
Subscribers can get this relatively rare issue FREE just by clicking
on the link below.

-- CLICK ON THIS LINK PLEASE --

 This download link will expire on January 1, 2018, so if
you’d like this issue for your own collection, better do it now.  As a
note of interest, these issues are stored in the “cloud” that you see
mentioned as one of the latest of the buzzwords used by the com-
puter folks.  We use a service called Mediafire which can easily
handle very large files that would otherwise cause problems with
Downloading.  There are more digital magazine collections and
books available on our other website.  Click on the link below to
visit.

www.digitekbooks.com
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http://www.mediafire.com/file/lrgsy69n5hj8aq9/AIR_TRAILS_ANNUAL_1938.pdf
http://www.digitekbooks.com
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